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urn Hough the fllowi Sheets 0 
1255 y to town nyt mo frm 
* wee bs Courk Sen Company and 
5h mn the Inbabitants of Jamaica, yet who- © 
ever will be at the Trouble of peruſing 
MER {bem over, perceive a new and 
| LN — opened, which may prove fatal to _ 
Trade and Navigation, and conſequeritly to the g 

ral Intereſt of Great Britain. 1 at the Colonies in in 
America are of vaſt Importance to the Nation; that 
tbe Northern and Southern Plantations have a mutual 
Dependance on each other; and conſequently, that a Di- 
minution of the Intereſts of any of them, will proportion= 
ably affect the Whole, 240 be allowed by every Man, 
who has any Notions of them and of Trade, If then 
they appear, on Enquiry, to be in a declining Condi- 
tion: Or if [ have pointed cut any Thing which contri- 
butes to it, and may in any wiſe tend to their further Pre- 
dice; it hn =; "1g who is intereſted in them, 
lend his helping Hand to put a Stop to thoſe Evils 
 gohich will . arow upon them. And who is not 
in ſome Degree — in the Plantations? 1s not 
their Intereſt the Intereſt of every Engliſhman, who has 
any Regard for ihe Malare and Pro N of his Coon 
| ry: 


that it is owing to the Dutch and French 


_ buted either to ſome particular En 
give to their Plantations, or to ſome Diſcourage- 


* Er a lh on Half of ri 
2 25 abſolutely depend on tbem. 
I bat a 4 am ee. raiſed, not hs "We — 


the Oftend Company, becauſe their Vale would ect. 
our Faſt-India Company? If tben it was worth 2 
to differ with a Potent Prince, on Account of a Trade, 
which, after all the Arguments that have yet been produ- 


ced, ſeems undetermined whether it be beneficial to the 
Nation or not ; certainly the Colonjes, which are al- 
lowed to be equal in Value to as many Gold and Silver 
nes, muſt be thought worthy of our Attention and 
are. 
| Whoever will look into the Exports of their Manu- 
factures, and Produce from 
Years paſt, will find that they have diminiſhed e 


Year y, and is it not bigh Time to enquire into the 4 | 


teaſt that beneficial Branch of Commerce ſhould be tot 
loſt to the Nation ? It may perhaps be dorm ve, . 


plying fo- 
reign Markets with Sugar and other Commodities, 


ſes and Reaſghs of it, and to apply a proper e 


cheaper than we can do: If this be the Caſe, as un- 


Aub it is, certainly it is then e exquiring 
what Means they are able to effect it 5 It muſt be altri- 
uragement they 


tnents our own may lie under; and whichſoever of them 


* may be, without Doubt it is the Intereſt of Great Bri- 


tain, 10 contrive ſome Method of putting them at leaſt 


on an equal Footing with their Neighbours. With this 
and no other View, I was moved to the Publication of 


theſe Sheets, and therefore I bope no Offence will be ta- 
ken at it, or at any Expreſſion which has fallen fron m) 


Pen, trong a Want 38 Skill to anduz? it 


Great Britain, for Jome . 
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ah Lord, x : 7s — | * 


8 every Man has not the I es 


| a { 1 
ſpeaking in publick, eſpeciall =; * 
I ſuch — and a Allem ly, as = 
his d N N moſt honourable Mele 4 
Council; ſo when the Petition of the 
Þ Sourh-Sea Company, in Relation to the 
A Duties on Negroes in Jamaica, was 
heard by Council, before their Lordſhips, I declined 1 
* making ſome Obfervations on what was offered by thoſe 
Gentlemen who _ in behalf of the Company, 
from a Diffidence of my own Skill in explaining them, | 
at that Time, in fo full and clear a er. as they ö 
ought to be, before. Perſons of their Eminence and Di- | 
i. - Managers for the C. —_ i 
Bur as the or the any very 
evaded the Subſtance and Pr Its Petition, 
which they found themſelves unable to ſupport, and had 
*Recourſe to ne and foreigy Matter, I beg leave to re- 
capitulate what was then d, and to lay the ſame 
. Your Grace, who then preſided in Council; and 
_ eſpecially fince the Britiſh Plantations are within Tour 
 Grad?'s Province, as one of hie Majeſty's Principal Secre- 
taries of State. „ 
Any though this Affair has been heard, and an Inſtruc- 
tion thereupon given to Major General Hunter, Gover- 
nor of Jamaica, yet, if any thing I have the Hotiour to 
lay hefore Tour Grace, clears up any one Point or Diffi- | 
culty which we were then under, by Means of thoſe Ei- 4 
nefles ; or if — = 2 
3 | | - gument, 4 


f +: 
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Negroes exported from Jamaica to the Dominions of D- 


” 


_ reign Printes ; Your Grate's Candour and Juſtice ein- 
not be doubted, in laying them before his ty, for 
his farther Conſideration. Iuſtructious to Governors, 
and even Acts of Parliament, are often altered for re- 
pealed, when any Inconveniency is diſcovered, or when 
10 appears that they have been laid on à wrong Foun- 
ation. | 5 | 
In Order to give Torr Grace a clear and perfect Idea 
of the whole Affair, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that, 
within a few Years after Jamaica was conquered, and 
put under a Civil Government, a Trade was opened 
with the Spaniards, and ſucceſsfully carried on, for ma- | 
ny Years, for Negroes, and other Merchandize; where- 


| by great Quantities of the Matafatures' of Grear Bri- 


train were yearly vended, and the Reputation of the 
Riches bei hr * by thoſe Means, Gee oned the Iſland 
to be well ſupplied with all kind of Materiale, which 
were nece for a new Colony, and invited great Num- 
bers of People to become Settlers there: S0 that this 
Commerce was a principal Mean of the Uland's being ſo 
well ſettled (as it once was) by occafioning a Circulation 
of Money, which is the Life and Sinews of every Coun- 
try, and maintaining above 1500 Scamen, who were 


* Security to it, and made it formidable to its Neigh- 


urs. 
Tn South. Sea Company, by obtaining the Aſfom 
Contract, have not 1 . this Hland 2 
Trade, but occaſioned great Numbers of People, parti - 
cularly Samen, to remove to orher Parts; and even 
diſpute paying the ſame Duties, which the private 
Traders paid for many Years ; wherein if the Comp 
ſhould be indulg'd, by obtaining the pti which 
they aim at, it will occaſion a great Deficiency in his 
Majeſty's Revenues in that Ifland, and be attended with 
ſome other ill Conſequences. | | 
Trar the Sourh-Sea Company have deprived the I- 
land of its Commerce, and of à confiderable Number of 
Inhabitants, will evidently appear, notwithſtanding any 


ſpe - 


( 3 ) * 
$ Pretences to the contrary, when it is confider- 4 

4 if wt yp no ſuch Contract in Being, or if it 

= 10 8 of any other Nation, they could not 
| it on, e the Alliſtance of the . 2 
t the Spaniards or the 1 of any other Nadon 4 
EU of trading with the Inhabi- fi 
tants of Zamaica. 4 

12. is well kno e that the Trade to Africa is chief- 

ly carried $90 by Britiſh Merchants, who have more 

ips emp AP therein than all the reſt of Europe, by 

which Means our Pl Plantations in America are not on wy 


5 * ſu 1 but we ate able to furni 4 
1-0 Sue t Benefit of the Nation. 7 
5 Sani ds, — 4 oy great Occaſion for Negroes, 4 
have no Share in the Guinea Trade, and muſt have | 

them chicfly fram. us at firſt or ſecond Hand; for the 

French and Dutch are not able to ſupply their own Co- 

; 3 and tho the 0 ce had the greateſt Share 

A of that Trade next to the Engliſh, yet when they ob- 

tained the Aento, which was about the Year 16 $90. 

they ſoon found it impracticable for want of a convenient 

. and a larger —_ of the Trade to Africa ; they 


lied g to King If liam, by their Agent Dow 
illo, for c 


| js 1 25 iberty ta ſettle their principal 
Factory at Jamaica, and to purchaſe Negroes there. 
His Majeſty, ſenſible af the Advantages that would 4 


rue thereby to his Subj 72 in general, and — — 0 
ly to the Inhabitants of Jamaica, gave his Conſent, 

= — the Honour of Knighthood on the Don. 
he War wh a and 1252 put an End to chat 
Cantratt, whic granted to the French ; 

bat though they (has 1 ha Ritled on the North Side | 
Parra. == ack found Bug Inconveniencies in 


it on well thence; and therefore they ap- 
I their chief 21 at Cartha ena, and were un- 
er » Neceſlity of purchaſing great Numbers of Negroes, 


2 the Inhabi —— of Tarn ga, not only for the Men 
to, but for their own Plautations. 

'Trosz two Inſtances arc ſufficient to ſhew, that no 
ot her Nation can ſupport or carry on the Sento, but 
A* Wa 3 . N that they had * equal D 
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W816 
of 2 and of the Trade to rica, yet for want 
of the ſame Conveniencies, which the South-Sea Com 


ay have, by their chief Factor) 's being ſettled at . 
maicu, neither the oe or the orber could manage it with- 


out, to any tolerable Advantage, as is demonſtrable from 
the following Confiderations : | | Wa 


12 Firf, Jamaica is about 160 Leagues from the Main 


Continent, and by being ſo nearly and happily ſituated, 


the Aſſento Veſſels not only have quicker Voyages, but 


the Fafory there muſt of courſe have ſpeedier and berrer 
Intelligence, than if they were at a greater Diſtance. 
This, without Doubt, is a confiderable Service to the 
Company, becauſe their Factory at Famaica is in the 
nature of a grand Magazine or Warebouſ, from whence 
they furmſh the ſeveral Spaniſh Ports with Negroes, as 
they are wanted; ſo that they need not be under the 
Neceflity of reducing their Price or Value, [by having 
more Negroes at a Time, at any one Place, than for 


which there is an immediate Demand; for when they 


are brought into Port, they muſt be ſold by reaſon” of 
the great Expence in maintaining them, — — Spa 
niards, where all kind of Proviſions are excee dear. 

Secondly, Tux Settlement of the Factory at amaica 
is an Advantage not only in the Delivery of the Negroes 


ral Spaniſh Ports, but a very great Expence is thereby 
ſaved in Navigation; for a Veſſel generally fails from 


Jamaica to Cart hagena, or Porto Bello, in three or 
four Days, and returns in fix or ſeven Days, ſo that the 
Voyage may be compleated in ren or fourteen Days; 


whereas it cannot be done in lefs than ſeven or eight 
Weeks from Barbadoes or the Leward Iands, which 
occaſions a conſiderable Difference in the Expence, be- 
ſide the 7 Damage their Veſſels muſt receive by 
e o far to Wind ward as they are obliged to do at 
their Return. by 8 Min 


Tuhirdly, As the Spaniards are become very difficult 
in the Choice of Negroes, ſince they have been ſo well 


ſupplied. by the Sourh-Sex Company, it is neceſſary to 
import c for one; that is, if the Company export 400 
| = Negroes 


e 


in better Order, by being ſo nearly fituated to the ſeve- 


3 
S - Negroes from Jamaica, they muſt import at leaſt 8ooo 
| . — ſickly and diftemper'd Negroes, and ſuch — 
have any Defc& or Blemiſn, though they will ſell among 
the Spaniards, yet the Price they give for ſuch, Negroes 
bears no Proportion to what they give for thoſe that are 
more fightly, conſidering the Duties they are liable to 
Pay to the King of Spain, and other great Charges 
( hich the South-Sea ns are at. By Defect or 
Blemiſh is meant ſuch Negroes as want an Eye, a Toe, a 
Finger, two or three Teeth, or ſuch whoſe Teeth are filed 
_ 2 Saw, as is a A on nee * | 
99 eat Advantage to the Company to have 
a Port ſo — ſituated to ſort and dlpoloof ſuch 
Negroes as are improper for the Spaniards ;. by Sorting 
is meant, putting them in Lots, in ſuch Numbers, Ages 
ind Sexes as are demanded by the Company's ſeve 
= ons p F For — they gone by oh two 
Negyoes'; ſuppoſing en, fifty Women, 
fifty Boys, and fifty = » another, — — a leſſer 
Number, and more per 55 of one Age or Sex than an- 
other. And though all this . be done at Barbados, 
yet beſide the Inconveniencies I have mentioned in re- 
to a remote Situation, comparatively to Jamaica, 
it is to be conſidered, that the Iſland is ſo ſmall, and ſo 
thick in Settlements, that they cannot raiſe Proviſions 
ſufficient for their own Negroes, nor be able to ſupport 
; ſuch a Number as they have them, without be- 
ing ſupplied from the Northern Colonies; So that as the 
Company, in ſuch Caſe, muſt be obliged to take the 
ſame Meaſures to furniſh themſelves, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that thoſe Proviſions are ſo good, ſo cheap, or A 
certain of being had, when 3 wanted, as at an 
Iand where they are produced, and where all other 
Neceflaries are eaſily to be had. 180 Aare 
Fourthly, Ir is likewiſe a conſiderable Advantage to 
the Company, that their Factory is ſettled at Jamaica, 
becauſe the Ships which are chartered to tranſport 
Negroes from Africa, for the Aſſiento, are able to make 
2 Freight home; and it is on that Confideration that the 
Owners let them out at 64. and 6 J. 105. per Head, for 
whatever Number they carry into Jamaica: * 
8 they 
< 7 


(6) 


they conld not afrd to hire our their Shi under 84, 
— they to return, empty. 
Tl 105. e per Head, be done at Barbed but from ao 
pang nan v6 is an Advantage that 
<- ve but the 7 and e. 

deliver ge i th Weſt Indies ſo muxch.c 

ey Con theobey, 
ves cam 

Fence at 2x mae thin $05. pr Hen, upon How 

Negroes, which it is them to import into 


Tamaica — COIN ds with 4000, and it 
amounts to 16000 l. per Anuum : And yet it is remark- 
able, that the Duties, — they . wh 

were conftantly paid by the private Trader. 
Branch of Commerce was in their 
ceed 40001. per Annum. 


* 


Bur, before I proceed to examine the Perition and | 


Allegations of the Sourh-Sea Company, it will alſo be 
proper to ſhew Tour Grace, when the Duty on - 
was firſt laid, and the Reaſons which "induc: 


7 ly of Jamaica to lay it an _—— 
t5 n | 
ie will take off the Impret of Prej 


lity, and becauſe a —— — — an Parti to 
* obſerve, that it was inconſiſtent with Pratice of other 


_ Countries, a Duty being always laid on Import, and a 


Drawback allowed = Exportatiom: A. Streſs being 


laid on this 1! Ding in reaſonable and equible 


fion of the Ifand's 

l Tar. Aft of Aſembly, which lays a Duty on Negroes, 
HE w a on 

is entituled, An At for — Duty on N 

Commodities, and apphing t the ſame to ſeveral Uſes: It 

is an Annual Law, and the Intention of it is to make 

fn the deficient Funds of his Majeſty's Revenues, in that 

ſland; and to maintain Parties to ſuppreſs the rebellious 
egroes. It was firſt raiſed above raventy. Years fince, 

dug the War with France and Spain, and ſoon after 

the Trade with the Spaniards was 8 by Queen 

. s Permiſſion to her Subjects 1 in * Parts; it oy 


: 


ex- 


5 


- tice in England and other Countries, to lay the 


_ corroborate 


(7) 


laid when the private Trade was flouriſhing, 


z 7 


ral —— —— 9 — Sout h- Sea 2 | 
Aento Contratt was thoi and conſequently it 
cannot be d to have been raifed in Prejullice . 


Partiality to hem, as hath been infinuated, 


"Negroes, my Lord, bei tely neceſſary in the 
Plantarions Cobich — be im or fupported - 


without them) may be compared to Fool im Enztand 
_ therefore as — ment is given for the — 


of Fool into England, from Spain and Ireland, free of 


Duties, and the Exporrarion of it uncorought is 1 
bited ; fo it was thought neceflary to make the por. 


ration of Negroes into Jamaica eaſy, and to lay the Du- 


ty on Exportation. 3 
1 Tais will be allowed more reaſonable, when it is con- 


fidered 1 it is a Duty on Trade with Foreigners, and 
conſt tly laid on hem, it being generally allowed, 
that the Duty or Cuſtom on any Commodities falls on 
the Conſumer, or Purchaſer, and not on the 5 
and therefore it was natural and conſiſtent with the Prac- 


on Export rather than on the T-zporr, - in — that as 
Negroes are necefſary to work up their Manufacture 
Þ the Purchaſe 'of Negroes, cheaper or dearer; books 
enable — 3 — 7 ſell their — in, 0 
portionably. Several other Inſtances may be given to 
2 at I have aſſerted, belide the of 
Moos; but 1 ſhall only mention an Act of Parliament 


made in the Righth Year of the late King George, Chap. 


the 15, "wherein among other Things, it is nadel. 
that For the further Encouragement of the Manufac- 
tures of this Kingdom, by the promoting the I ation 


of Drugs and other Goods uſel for Dying, it ſhall and may 
5 2. laws 


ul to import into this Kingdom all Sorts of D 
and other Goods uſed for Dying, therein ſpecified, ts 


Paying any Subſidy, Cuftom, Impoſition, or other Duty 
whatſoever for the ſam 


ſame. And ro the End the Encou- 
ragemem given to the Manufactures of this Kingdom 


i allowing the foreign Drugs, or orher Goods uſed in 


\ "Dying, therein mentioned, ro be imported Duty Free, 


8 


rccording to rhe true Meaning of this Act, may in no 


viſe 


2 
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1 
wiſe lend ro hh Benefit of the Manufactures made in 
Foreign Parts, as it may do, ſnould fuch Drugs, or 
other Goods, web in Dying, be again carried out of this 
Kingdom, without paying any Duty for the ſame, 
whereby they may be ſold in foreign Markets ſo much 
cer it is enacted, that al} ſuch Drugs and other 
Goods uſed in Dying, which ſhall be imported into this 
Kingdom by Virtue of this Act, and which ſhall be 
again exported thereout, ſoall pay a Subſidy of Poundage, 
"according to the ſeveral Rates and Values of the Goods 
therein 1 the Sum of Six Pence, 
and ſo after that Rate for greater or leſſer Quantities, 

 Sitxcx then it appears to be the Cuſtom or Policy of 
England, to encourage or diſcourage the' Importation or 
tation of Commodities according to the Uſefulneſs 
of them, it muſt certainly be allowed, not only reaſona- 
ble, but neceflary, that all Countries adant on En- 
land, ſhould obſerve the Maxims of their  Mother- 
Co 5 for their Intereſts are interwoven, and what- 
2 n hurtful = 2 muſt affect the * : and there- 
re, ſince it is thought neceſſary to ibit the Export 
of Wool, and to lay the Duty on Drugs and Dyers 
Mares on Exportation, how much more reaſonable is it 
to lay a moderate Duty on Negroes exported from Ja- 
maica to the Dominions of any foreign Prince ; for the 
Exportation of Woot, Drugs and Dyers Wares, can on- 
ly affect Part of the Bregeſb Manufattures ; whereas 
Negroes are the abſolute Support and Dependance of the 
Plantations. It is ap. 1 that make Sugar and Indi- 
go; it is Negroes that plant Corton and Ginger; it is Ne- 
oes that gather Piemento; it 18 Negroes that cut Fu- 
ſtick,” Brasilletta, and all other dying Woods ; in fine, 
it is Negroes that are the whole and fole Manufafturers 
and Labourers in the Southern Colonies. | 
Tavs, my Lord, I have ſhewn how this Trade for 
«Negroes was opened, and ſucceſsfully carried on from 
Jamaica, for many Years'; that it was a principal Mean 
of the Ifland's * well ſettled, and not only brought 
into his Majeſty's Revenues above 4000. per. — 


* 


maintain'd above 1500 Geamen, who were a great Securi- 
ty to it: 1 have ſhewn that no other Nation, * 
a | a 


Rey 1 


1 


 {9) 
he South-Sea Company can earry on the A/Jiepto. Tra 
to any Advantage, but rather at a very great Lol, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of that aud; and thereſore its being 
in their Hands, and exerciſed in the Mauner they have 
done, are the only Means that could deprive the Inha- 
bitants of that heneficial Commerce SD they enjoyed 
for ſo many Lears: I have ſhewn, that the Duty of 205. 
per Head on Negroes exported, was laid ſeveral Years 
before the A¶ieuto, or even the. Sour h- Sea Company were 
thought of, and that the Manner of it is agreeable to the 
Cuſtom and Poliry of England, in parallel Caſes. And 
it will likewiſe be made appear that the continuing of 
the Duty on Negroes imported into Jamaica, and ta- 
king it off of the Negroes exported by the Sourth-Sea 
Company, may tend to the Niſcouragement of the 
Bratiſp Plantations, and to the Improvement of the 
Dominious of foreign Princes. | 
I 6H ALL now enquire into the Merits of the Sourh-Sea 
Company's Petition, and trace their pretended Grievance 
from the Time they firſt ſettled their Factory at Ja- 
maica; and this will naturally diſcover the Fallacy and 
Unreaſonableneſs of their Pleas, and the Point they evi- 
den ne at 250 
Wuezn the Aſlento was ne to that Company, it 
was carly inculcated into them, with ſome ſiniſter De- 
ſign, to avoid Jamaica, as a Rock which they would 
ſplit on; this created a Prejudice to the land, and was 
So Occaſion. of their Factory's being firſt ſettled at Ber- 
hadoes: but they were ſoon convinced of the Inconve- 
| -niencics which attended them in hat 1/and, and that 
— it would be more to their Advantage to remove it to 
Jamaica. M 
Tu Agembly, upon their meeting to raiſe the ne- 
ceſſary Supplies for the Support of the Government, took 
into Typ mtg the declining Condition of their 
Jade, and the great Diminution of /ahabitants, parti- 
.cularly Samen, which they juſtly attributed to the E- 
rection of that Company; they therefore thought it but 
reaſonable, that they ſhould contribute towards the Sup- 
port of the Government, eſpecially ſince the Company 


derived ſo many Advantages from the Hand. 17 
"= C cConſi- 
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Manner of laying thoſe Duties. 


conſidered, that the private Traders were very bene/i- 

cial, by the Employment they gave to great Numbers of 
People, g. Stamen, who were reſident among 
them ; that they not only paid publick but parochial 
Taxes; and were at all Times ready on any Invaſion, or 
other Emergenoy: And therefore, as there ſhould be 
ſome Diſtinction on thoſe Accounts, and as the Company 


had it in their Power to make the Spaniards pay what- 


ever Duties were laid on them (they having the Trade 
for Negroes, excluſive of all others) they impoſed a Duty 
of 205. per Head on all Negroes exported by the private 
Traders, as cuſtomary, and 40 5s. per, Head on all Ne- 
2 exported by the South- Sea Company. This occa- 
ond a great Clamour from the Company, who were ſo 
far incenſed at it, that they removed their Factory to 
Berbadoes, till his late Majeſty was pleaſed to give an 
Inſtruction, that there ſhould be no Diſtinction in the 
Bur, though there is a ſeeming Hardſhip and Partia- 
lity on the Face of the Thing, yet the ill Impreſſion it 


made will be taken off, when the Reaſons Aſoti ves 


of that Proceeding are ſeriouſly weighed and conſidered. 
The Agembly, however, ſubmitted to his _— 
Pleaſure, and no other or greater Duty was laid on the 
Company than on the private Traders; yet it ſeems even 
that not content them, nothing would do but an 
Exemption of all Duties: And to effect it with a better 
Face, they pretended, that it was a Hardſhip to pa 

Duties on Negroes imported for Refreſpment only ; an 

upon a Petition to his Majeſty, a ſubſequent Inſtruction 
was given to the Governor, not to aſſent to any Act of 
Aſﬀembly, that ſhould impoſe a Duty on Negroes im- 

ported for Refreſhment only. bos 

Tu Agembly plainly faw what the Company aim'd 
at, which perhaps was not ſo well known or conſider'd 


aàt home; they therefore in the Hill, which-was/annual- 


ly _ m for that Purpoſe, enacteq the following 
auſe: i ii ert! 

„ PROvIůDEPD always, and it is hereby enacted and or- 
& dained by the Authority aforeſaid, that all Negroe or 
te other Slaves brought into this Iſland for Refreſhment, 


« which 


\ 


« the 


e ed for Refreſhment, ſhall take the 
© vis. I A. B. ſwear, that the Negroes ſbipd on board 
Frust | +5K\\ 

&« #5 Maſter, bound to 


or the Property otherwiſe altered. Which 


— 


(ur ) 
<<. which ſhall be deemed only to be ſo, in caſe no Part 
et of the Ship's: Cargo ſhall be landed or ſold in this 


<Ifland, ſhall be free and exempt from all Duties, im- 
' 4. poſed by this Act, on Negroe and other Slaves, and 
that the Maſter and Factor, Agent or Attorncy, to 
* whom ſuch Ship, Sloop or Veſſel is conſigned; or ſuch 
„ other Perſon or Perſons on whom the Maſter values 
“ himſelf, ſhall and are hereby required and-obliged 
“ within twenty-four Hours after the Arrival of fach 


“Ship, Sloop or Veſſel, to take the following Oath, vis. 

* {1 A. B. do ſteear, that all the Negroe and other Slaves 

* brought into this and, in we Ship or Veſſel, called 
N e red 

1s Maſter, were not brought in, or intended to be 


« brought into this Iſland for Sale, cr upon any other 
Account whatſoever, than for Refreſpment; and that 
* x0 Part thereof have or are intended to be landed, 
to the beſt of my Knowledge.. < 


Ax be it further enacted by the Authority afore- 
& ſaid, That every Exporter of any aA ſo Import- 
ollowing Oath, 


her 
Were inn 
« ported into this Hand in : | 
«oh is Maſter, only for Re- 
« freſprments and that no Part of the ſaid Negroes ſo 
% imported, were or are intended to be landed 405 Lale, 
aid ſeve- 
ral Oaths the Receiver General for the Time being, 


or his Deputy, or in his Abſence, any of the Port Of- 


e ficers for the Time being, are hereby impowered and 
authorized to adminiſter ; and the ſame ſhall be ſub- 


( ſcribed by the Party depoſing, and afterwards record- 


ed in the Book of Entries, kept by him before whom 
© ſuch: Oaths ſhall be made; and that whoſoever ſhalL 
t not take the ſaid Oath or Oaths within the aforeſaid 
ne, ſhall pay the ſaid Dutics impoſed by this Act; 


„ and that it ſhall and may be lawful for the Maſter of 


„ ſuch $hip, Sloop or Veſſel, or the Factor, Agent or 


Attorney to * Ship, Sloop or Veſſel, is con- 
| 2 


« figned, 


* 


Coy 


„ figned, or on whom the Maſter values himfelf, to 
e tranſport the ſaid Negroe, or other Slaves, in any 


« Ship, Sloop, or other Veſſel, belonging to any of his 
2 Oy ubjects, free and exempr from all Duties 


_ poſitions laid or impoſed by Virtue of this 
ce. C.“ | | 4 | | » 


Ir will be too tedious to enumerate every Particular, 


or ſhew what other Steps were taken in this Affair by 


the Company to accompliſh their End; what I have al- 
ready offer'd is ſufficient for my Purpoſe, and therefore 
I ſhall proceed to their Petition to his Majeſty in Coun- 
cil, which ſets forth: | | 

% That they beg Leave moſt humbly to take Notice, 


„that the greateſt Hardſhip they lie under, vis. the 


“ laying of Duties in Jamaica on Negroes landed for 
% Refreſoment only, is a Fact which has been made ap- 
4 pear to your Majeſty, the Truth of which is ſtated in 
the Report of the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
«© miſſioners of Zrade And Plantations, made to your 
* Majeſty on the Refefence of your Petitioners former 
* Petition, and is contrary, as your Petitioners humbly 
* conceive, to former Orders of Council; and they 
beg Leave to obſerve, that the only Fact which they 
* conceive requires further Enquiry, is what Part of the 
„Duties which have alrehdy been levied, on the Com- 
te pany's Slaves in Jamaica, has been laid on the Slaves 
* brought there by the Company, and what Part was 
laid on Slaves landed there for Refreſpment only.” 
WovrLD not any one imagine that the Sorrh-Sea Com- 
pany aim'd at nothing more than an Exemption of 


Duties on Negroes imported for Refr-fyment only, and 


re-exported without any Alteration or Change of Pro- 
perty, by their Ships touching there for Mater, or a feww 
Proviſions, and with no other Deſign ? So it ſeems their 
own Council took it, and fairly ſtated the Caſe, ſaving 
an Aſſertion founded on the Petition, that the Acts of 
Aſſembly were not agreeable to his Majeſty's Inſtructions, 
and that the landing of a Barrel of Flower, or a Ba 
of Peas, according to the ſtrict Meaning of the Clauſe, 
might be conſtrued an Alteration of Property, and oy 
that 


* 


% 
n 

* * 

Kel 


. 
that Means a Cargo of Negroes made liable to the Pay- 
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5 on reading the lever: 1 ot Aſemuly, ti er 
abi Majeſty's Iuſtruction, they 9 
and conformable thereto; and the Factor for. the All- 
ento, well knowing that they could not ſupport the other 
Allegations, found himſelf under a Neceſſity of decla- 
ring, That the So17h-Sea Company had three Ways of 
e carrying on their Trade for Negroes, vi x. by their own 
« Ships, by Contract, and by purchaſing from private 
% Traders at Jamaica ; that they bought ſome, and ſold 
others, in order to ſort and make a pro go for the 
«© Spamiards ; and that it was not a Place for Lia | 
% ent only.” And to ſmooth and colour the unreaſon- 
able Expectations of the Company, he made a long Ha- 
rangue of great Benefits which the J received by 
the Company, with ſome other Particulars, foreign to the 
Purpoſe, and calculated only to confuſe the Affair. 

My Lord, what that Gentleman declared was as much 
to our Purpoſe as could be wiſhed or defired ; for as he 
 acknowledg'd that the A//iento Trade could not be car- 
ried on to Ad vantage without landing and ſorting their 
Negroes, by ſelling ſuch as the aniands would not pur- 
chaſe, and buying others to make a proper Aforiment, 
it was giving up the Queſtion, and- owning that the Bu- 
ſineſs of Refreſhment was nothing more than an Artis 
to evade the Payment of Duties. 
Tux true State of the Cafe is this: The Sourh-Sea 
Company charter Ships to tranſport Negroes from Africa to 
Jamaica, for the Aſſicnto Trade; the Negroes are taken 
out there, and the Ships diſcharged ; ſuch Negroes as 
are proper for the Spaniards are ſent out in the Con- 
Pany”s Sloops, which are ſtation'd there for that Purpoſe ; 
the others fold in the Hand, and ſometimes thirty or 
forty of the very beſt they can pick out of a Ship are pur- 
chaſed from the private Traders at Famaica, to make 
up the Number and Aſſortment they are obliged to ſend 
out. This they call Importation for Refreſhment only ; 
this is their Plea and Pretention tor an Exemption of 
Duties; tor ſurely they neither merit, nor ought to be 
allowed greater brieilegce than the reſt of his Mango 

. Subjects. 
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7 
Subjects. Has not every Merchant, who imports Goods 
into England, and exports part of them, an equal Right 
to an Exemption of Duties on what he exports? Net it 
is well known, that though a Drawback 18 allowed on 
Exportation, ſomething remains to the Government, 
more or leſs, according to the Uſefulneſs of the Commo— 
dity in Great Britain ; other Commodities are iinported, 
Duty free, and liable to a Subſidy of Poundage on Ex- 
portation, as Drugs, and all kind of Goods uſed in 
Dying; and ſome prohibited being exported unwrought, 
as Wook, which is not ſo necefſary in England as*Negroes 
are in the Plantations, becauſe Mool is but part 7 the 
Enugliſi Manufactures, whereas the Plantations abſo- 
lutely depend on Negroes, and without them muſt be 
thrown up, or be of inconſiderable Value. T 
Ir is likewiſe obſervable, that zhoſe Duties and Impo- 
fitions in England are not only due and payable upon 
Entry, or their being landed, but upon a Ship's coming 
to an Anchor on this Side the Hope, e ven thò' the does not 
break Bulk, and procceds with her zvhcle Cargo to ſome 
other Country; whereas we apprehend, that by the In- 
ftruttion which is {aid to be given to Major General 
Hunter, the South-Sea — will be liable to pa 
Duties for ſuch Negroes only as they ſell in the Ladad 
and are purchaſed there for Exportation, and that they are 
thereby exempted from any Tmpoſition or Subſidy hate ver, 
on ſuch Negroes as they import and re cxport themſelves. 
InDEED, my Lord, were the Caſe reverſe, even in 
the Senſe the South- Sea Company would have it under- 
ſtood, the Duty on Negroes exported, without any Di- 
tinction whatever, is juſt, reaſonable, and neceſſary, in 
regard to the many Benefits which the Company receive 
from this land, and to their having it in their Power 
to oblige the Spaniards why wc it ; But more eſpecially 
when it is conſider'd, that the Trade they now enjoy 
was, for many Years, in their Hands, and that no other 
Nation or People can deprive them of it that it brought 
in great Riches, which circulated in the Iſland, whercas 
it is now confined to the Company, and nothing more ex- 
nded than barely for Neceſſaries tor their Factories, 
and a fewo Yefſels, which are in their Service; that the 
private 


Particular aſſerted by the Sourh-Sea Company's Factor; 
and ſhall only make ſome Obſervations on the moſt re- 


(15) — 


prima) Traders employ'd 1500 Samen, who were a Se. 


curity to the Hand, as they were ſettled there with 


their Families; and that the Duties arifing from Negroes 


exported brought into his Majeſty's Revenues above 
4ooold. per Annum tor above twenty Years paſt, which 
will now be in a Manner loſt. Can it then be thought 
reaſonable that the Hand ſhall be ſtripp'd of ſo many 
Benefits, and receive no more Duties from the South- 
Sea Company than from a private Merchant? And yet 
this is evidently the Caſe ; for if the Sou⁰t h- Sen Company 
are to pay Duties only on ſuch Negroes as they diſpoſe 


of in the and, or purchaſe there, for Eeportation, the 


3 


Amount thereof will not exceed 2500}. per Annum, 


whereas the Duties on 900 Pipes of Madera Wine will 


pay as much ; ſo that a Wine Merchant who deals for 
16 or 17000. which is generally about the Value of 


thoſe Wines, will Pay as much Duty to the Crown, to- 
wards the Support 


the: Sourh-Sea Company, which carries on a Trade from 


thence for above half a Million of Money yearly. It is 


further remarkable, that the Duties, which they will be 


liable to pay, is on their Trade within the Hand, but 


the moſt extenſive and beneficial Branch of their Com- 


merce, which are the Negroes exported on account of the 
Aſſiento Contract, are in a manner exempred of all Du- 
ties, ſince they purchaſe very few in the Iſland, and on- 
ly now and then thirty or forty to make up an Art- 
ment, as | obſerved before, and ſuch only, we appre- 
hend will be liable to the Duty on Exportation. Sure- 


ly it cannot be thought proper, that a Company, which 


is ſaid to give no ner, no real Advantages to the Nati- 
on, ſnhould be indulged at the Expence of an and, that 
is a Spring of Riches, and has brought more Wealth to 
it, than even the Original Capital Stock of the South-Sea 
Company | | 


I w1LL not trouble your Grace with entring into every 


markable Paſſages, which ſeem'd to carry with them 
ſome Weight, though there was no real or ſolid Founda- 
tion for . : E K | | 


Firſt, 


the Government of the Iſland, as 


LO 7 
lde 
75 4 
Breſt. © 
. | LY, 


Eight for ſome of their clever Girls, as he called them, 


RO 034 £ * 


Hz aſſerted, That the French Ships in the 
South Seas, and not the South-Sea Company, occaſioned 
he Toſs of . rhe private Trade from Jamaica. 


To which I beg Leave to obſerve, that the French 
Ships in the Sauth-Sras might, in ſome Meaſure, leſſen 


- the Demand of our Manufactures, which the ards 


uſually were ſupplied with from Jamaica: But they 

could not poſſibly hurt the private Traders in the Sale 
of Negroes, becauſe it is not practicable to carry them 
that Way: And it has been made appear that no other 
Nation can deprive the Iſland of that beneficial Com- 
merce; and conſequently, the Aſfento being in -the 
Hands of the Saut h- Sen Company, and exerciſed in the 
Manner it has been, is the true and only Cauſe of the 


| Loſs of the private Trade. 


As to the Intelligence which it is ſaid the Spaniards 
have had from Time to Time, concerning the trading 
Sloops fitted out from Jamaica, by which Means their 
Traffick has been interrupted, and ſeveral of them taken; 


I hope it is not true, that they had thoſe Informations 
from ſome of the South-Sea Company's Servants, be- 


cauſe ſuch Practices are not only unfair, but unbecom- 
ws Engliſhmen, who ought always to regard the Pub- 
lick" Good, and not ſacrifice any Part of it, nor the Inte- 


reſt of any of their Countrymen, upon any Pretence 


whatever. 


Secondly, T HAT the private Traders ſell Negroes 
from 80 to 120 Pieces of Eight per Head; whereas: the 
Company ſell from 250 to zoo Pieces of Eight. ; 4 


HERE that Gentleman detracted from the Private 
Sales, and magnified the Company's; for as I never 
knew the one ſo lor, excepting» for Negroes which were 


very ordinary, ſo I believe it will be ditficult for him to 


prove that the Company have been able to reachſuch ad- 


Danced Rates, on the North Side of America: And 


though poſſibly the Spaniards may give 300 Pieces of 


yet 


| mien, are they equa 


( uy ) 


yet am 5 —— that thay ny ſupplied with 4- 

wor Negroes, even by the Company, at leſſer 
Prices. So that if a fair Eſtimate was 2 and oo 
ry Expence and Caſualty accounted for, ſuch as the Du- 
ties to the King of Spain, Charges in maintaining their 
ſeveral Fa lories, bad Debrs contracted among the Spa- 
niards, and the Damage which they ſuſtain by Eſcapes, 
Death and Sichne of Negroes, in trayclling, them from 
Porto Bello to Panama, through a wild, rainy, moun- 
tainous, unwholeſome Country; and conſidering like- 


| wiſe the Difference, as to the Goodye/3. of the Negrces 


which were exporred by the private Traders, and what 
are now exported. by the Sour h- Sea Company, I am of 
Opinion 1t will be found that the Prices obtained by the 


Former, were at leaſt equa} to what the Company have 


really had. 5 ; 
Bur, ſuppoſing the Fact to be as he ſtated it, it is ſo 
far from being an Argument in Favour of the Cempany, 
that it is manifeſtly the Reverſe ; for if the pri vate 
Traders, who have their Negroes at ſecond. and worſt 
Hand, by buying them in Jamaica, can afford to ſell 
them again from 80 to 120 Pieces of Eight per Head, 
though they pay the Duties on Expertation; certainl 
the Company, who are ſuppoſed to have them at the be 
Hand, by importing them from Africa, and diſpoſing 
of them again at ſuch great Prices among the Spaniards, 
may not only afford, but ought to pay at leaſt the ſame 
Duties, which are paid by the private Traders. 


Thirdly, T HAT the Company is very beneficial to 

the Laaad ; that they employ 8co Seamen ; occaſion 4 
Circulation of Money ; and are the Means of bringing 
vaſt Numbers of Negrocs44t0 tie Iftans. | 


* | | 
WEA did that Gentleman mean by thoſe Aſſertions, 
which are ſo eaſily diſprov'd ? It is well known that 
the Company have not more than five or fix Sloops ſtar 
tioned at Francs, and navigated with between thirty 
and forty Men each; ſo that the whole Number is under 
200 Men. But ehen that they did employ 800 Sea- 
lly beneficial to a like Number, who are 
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ſettled with their J/7ves and Families on the Iſland; 
much leſs to 1500, as there actually were, before the 
Englibbhad the Ken OOO nt 
| Warn, the Company purchaſed their Nezyoes in Ja- 
maica, great Numbers were brought to that Market. 
which indeed occaſion d a Circulation of Money for a 
little time; but fince they have fallen into the Method 
of ſending to Africa to purchaſe Slaves, they have drove 
ſeveral priva Merchants out of the Trade; and ſif 
they purſue the ſame Meaſures, will, in a little time, 
—_ it to themſelves; this will be the ſame Thing 
in its Conſequences, as if they obtained an excluſive 
« Charter, which has been ſo much dreaded and oppoſed 
by the Merchants of Frif, and other Trading Towns 
well as London. e e IL 
As to the Advantages, which the Illand is ſaid to re- 
ceive by the Shipping which import Negroes into Jamaica 
for the Sourh-Sea Company, are they any. new Acquifi- 
tions, or equal to what they formerly had even in that 
Reſpect; were not Ships employ'd, before the South 
Company obtained the ene Contract, to tranſport 
Negroes for the Spaniſh Trade, as well as for the Uſe of 
the Ifland ? It is evident, that not only thoſe Ships, but 
their Cargves bclong'd to privare Merchants in London, 
. Briftcl, and Liverpool, who cmploy'd Factors ſettled in 
Jamaica, and the ſupplying the private Traders with Ne- 
3 beneficial to them, as well as to the In- 
+ habirants.; and thoſe Fadi or not only employ'd a great 
Number of Pecple under them, but purchaſed the Pro- 

duct of the Iſland to load their Ships; and the Mone 
laid out by thoſe Means, as well as for Stores and Neceſ- 
aries, circulated in the Illanq; and occaſioned a Life and 

,, HT Re I 


Fourthly, 7 HAT rhere had been a greater private 
Trade carried on from Ja „ the Tear 1723, an 
in eighteen Tears which he had known the Iftand.” 


* 


| Herne I am at a Loſs how to take that Gentlemin's 
Meaning; if he would be underſtood a' Trade carried 
on by the Merchants who reſide in Jamaica, it is con- 
| trary 

. 


g 
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trary to their Advices, and to the Informations of ſeveral 
credible Perſons, who, are lately come from thence; 
though poſſibly there might have been a very confider- 
able private Trade carried on, which, perhaps, ſome of 
Dos Friends are able to explain, though I am nor. 
Is the latter End of the Year 1725, there was indeed 
a very brisk Trade, for a few Months; but a Stop was 
ſoon * to it, though I hope not by /uch Means, as the 
LP e of Jamaica imagine. And they have ſince been 
ſo far from baving any Trade, excepting for a few Pro- 
©1/ions, that above 100,000}, Value, in Bririfh Mani- 
fafures, now lie there decaying, and cannot be vended. 
Ay here I cannot paſs by an Obſervation, which was 
made by the Sourh-Sea Compary's Factor, that the / 
ſiento was a loſing Contract to former Aſfientiſts, and 
that he doubred whether the Sourh-Sea Company were 
any Gainers by it: If this be the Caſe, will an Exexzprion 
Duties in Zane make it a beneficial Commerce; or 
is it rcaſonable that zhar Iand ſhould contribute to- 
wards any Defcency which may happen in rheir Trade? 
And yet it is furtfer remarkable, that all the Duties, 
which they would be liable to pay in ſixteen Years (in 
which time their Contract expires) will not amount to 
one half per Cent. that is, not to ren Shillings in every 
120. of their Capital in ſixteen Tears. 
Bur though it is doubted whether the Sorrh-Sea 
Company are Gainers by the Aſſiento Contract, yet it is 
generally allowed, that the Trade which was formerly 
carried on from Jamaica was very beneicial to Great 
Britain, as well as to the Hand, and not attended with 
ſo many ill Conſequences. This leads me to explain more 
particularly, wherein this Commerce with the Spaniards 
2 Negroes was beneficial in its former Channel; and 
yet hurtful to the Colonies in general, as well as to Ja- 
inai ca, by the Manner in which it has been lately ex- 
erciſed by the So- S Company. | 
WHEN. the Portuguese had the Aſſiento Contract, 
they, as well as the private Traders, bought all their 
Negroes in amaica, and were even obliged to take u 
eee Sums of Moncy on Bottom- ree, for Thich 
they gave a high Premium, no leſs than 25 and 30 per 
| C e 


A. 


1 
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before the 


Factors, Tradeſinen, Shij 


bought a Saip's Cargo round, or perhaps did not refu 
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ficial,; becauſe any Man had the Liberty of ſubſcribing 


What Sum be pleaſed; not under roo}. and their Divi- 
dends were punctually paid every Voyage, which was 
uſually conipleated in five or fix Weeks. By thoſe Means 


the Settlement of the Portuguese Factory muſt certain- 


the Iſland ; eſpecially when it is conſidered, that it was 
ſo far from being a Hinderance to the private Trade, 
that it rather promoted it; fur under their Cover very 
conſiderable Quantities of Brite Manufattures were 
yearly. vended. . 9210 2 DOR Eh 
Tux Trade, which was afterwards carried on for 
Negroes, by the private Traders, was likewiſe the leaſt 
Branch of their Commerce with the Spaniards; for a 
Sloop which carried out 120 Negroes, generally had on 
Boar 7 or 8000 J. Value in other Merchandiſe, which 
they were not under any Difficulty of * 62 ; for the 
Neceſſity which the. Spaniards were under for Negrees, 
re they were ſo ly ſupplied by the Sourh-Sea 
2 De. occaſioned: the Royal Officers to wink at thoſe 
Proceedings, 
* ee become 3 — 42 5 
FRon hence it appears, that ortugueze Aſſiento 
Company, and — — Traders of Jamaica, were 
not only beneficial to the Hand, but to the Trade and 
Navigation of Great Britain; the Merchants uf Ton- 
den and & riſtc} farmſhing them with Negroes and ollen 
Gcods,. created Employ ent for a great Number of 
2 


ly be allowed to have been a very great Advantage to 


and Samen, and the 
Money broughs into the II 
home, occaſioned a Circulation here as well as there; 
whereas now every Thing in that Way is engroſſed and 
ſwal owed up in that great Gulph, and not only the In- 
habitants of umaica, but the Bririſh Merchants and 
Samen arc deprived of their uſual Employment. 

Nox had our Planters then any Cauſe of Complaint 
that the very beſt Negroes were ſent to the Spanzards, | 
and they neceſſitated to take the worſt, and ſuch as they 


would not purchaſe ; for the private Traders 2 
© 


more 


eing ſoon after remitred 


though they are now, by that and ſome | 


oY 
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ftemper'd Negroes 5 1 —_ will 
not make Choice of above ane half of a Ship's/Catgo, 
and the Reaſon of it is plain, none but che very heft, 
and ſuch as will yield the higheſt Rates, will bear thoſe 
| Charges which they arc at; for à tolerable 
Negroe, who will not yield above half Price, is liable to 
the /ame Expences as the very bet. By thoſe Means the 
Spaniards are now furniſh'd with the choiceft' Negroes 
which are to be had, and our own Plantations with the 
worſt ; whereagthey formerly bought the good and bad 
together, and Pave great Prices even for ffubborn re- 
bellious Negroes, which our Planters were glad to be 
rid of; but as they have now berter and more Choice, 
they will not purchaſe them at any Rate. 
I is likewiſe neceflary. to obſerve, that the Trade 
for Negroes, beſore it was in the Hands of the Su: h- S 
Company, was chiefly to Porto Bello and Cart hagena, 
from whence they were ſent by the Spaniards to inland 
Countries, viz. Lima, Peru, Santa ; wh &c. where they 
cannot poſſibly prejudice the Bririſo Plantations ; be- 
cauſe in thoſe diſtant Countries the making of Sugar, 
and ſuch like Commodities, to ſend to Europe, can never 
anſwer: But, the par — Havanna, and St. 
Jago de cuba, which are Sca- Ports, and have a conſtant 
Correſpondence with Old Spain; may be of pernicious 
Confequence to our Calonies, and of Courſe to the Hri- 
tiſn Jude and Navigurion- This will not appear an 
imaginary: Notion, when it is conſidered, that the Spa- 
niards have actually ſettled above 30 new Sugar Forks 
near the Havanna, ſince the | Spurh-Sea Company ap- 
pointed a Factory there; and by their continuing to 
furniſn them with chice Negroes, and purchafing 
their Sugar, and other Commodities, to ſend to Eu- 
rope, as I have been informed; the Spaniards no doubt 
will be encouraged by: rhoſe Means, to improve thoſe 
Manufafuries. » It may perhaps be enquired, , whe- 
ther the Jamaica Traders did not do the ſan; to 
which I muſt obſerve, that there was but little Cor- 


reſpondence between Jamaica and thoſe Places; and 
though a conſiderable Trade was carried on to the 
2047 ( South 
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Shut. Cays *, yet it was generally for Woollens, Linnens, 


and ſome Negroes, which were ſeldom the beſt. 
Bur ſuppoſing that they had actually traded for an 
equal Number of Negroes, it could not poſſibly be at- 
tended; wich the ſame bad Conſequences, becauſe the 
Spaniards cannot export thoſe Commodities themſelves, 
for want of Navigation and Seamen, and no other Na- 
tion or People are admitted into their Ports but the Veſ- 
ſels belonging to the Hut h- Sen Company, and conſe- 
quently, as it is impracticable for any other Traders to 
take thoſe Commodities off their Hands, when they are 
made, it is a Diſcouragement, and may prevent their 
making any great Quantities, or more than for their own 
Conſumption, when they cannot vend them. 
I mvsrT own, it is the Intereſt of Great Britain to 
import in our Bottoms, from other Countries, even {ſuch 
Commodities as are produced in our own Plantations, 
provided we cannot diſcourage their being made, or 
when they are made, their being brought into Europe: 
But to furniſh a Nation, who are otherwiſe incapacitated 
for ſuch Attempts, with Zabourers to make the /ame 
Commodities, and when they are made, to bring them 
zo Market, muſt certainly be allowed a manifeſt Injury 
to the Nritiſb Colonies, and inconſiſtent with the general 

Intereſt of the Kingdom.  —_ 880) to 5818 
Ix is alſo worth obſerving, that the continuing the 
Duty on * — imported into Jamaica, and taking it 
off from the Company's Negroes, which are re-exported to 
the Dominions of a foreign Prince, may not only diſcou- 
rage any further Improuements being made in that 
Iſland, but greatly prejudice the Britiſh Trade and Na- 
vigation; for as the Southern Colonies cannot be impro- 
ved or ſubſiſted without Negroes, and at caſy Rates, fo 
it cannot be ſuppoſed that the Merchants will ſo readily 
and freely import them, while they are clogg'd with Dy- 
; \ 5141 ae 10t bags A wifes 


* Small Iſlands belonging to the Spaniards, which Tre es 
two Miles of Cuba, and cighteen Leagues North of the Welt End 
of F.imaica, oz borwche 22 v 8 
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1 
ties which raiſe the Value of them, and conſequently 
diſable them from 1 200 ſuch Rates as the might 

er Hand, ſuch a Neſtriction, 
as is ſaid to be laid by the Governor's new {nſtruttion, 
does not only ſeem repugnant to the Practice of England, 
as I have ſhewn in parallel Caſes, but it is alſo to be 
conſidered, that if ſuch great Quantities of Negroes are 
continued to be ſent amongſt the Spaniards, (and thoſe 
the beſt which are to be had, while our 0202 Plantations 


muſt be contented with the worſt, and ſuch as they wall 
not Purchaſe) and Encouragement given to it, by conti- 


nuing the Duty on what are fold to qu). Planters, and 
taking it off entirely from :hoſe Nees which are re- 


. exported by the Company, it may be a Means of their be- 


ing ſo well ſtocked, as to enable them to make ſuch fur- 
ther Improvements in Sugar, and other Commodities, as 
may exceed the Conſumption of Europe. A 

Wx already find, that our Exports of the Praluct of 


our Plantations from Great Britain are greatly dimi- 


niſped within a few ears, by Reaſon that the Dutch 
and French turniſh foreign Markets with the ſame Com- 
"modities cheaper than we can do; ſo that unleſs ſome 
Method can be thought of, to put them at leaſt on an 
equal Footing with their Neighbours, that beneſicial 
Branch of Commerce will be loſt to the Nation. 
Hou far it may therefore be reaſonable to reſtrain the 
Company, and others, in the Number of Negroes, which 
they export to ſome particular Places; or how far it is 
Gable, or indeed abſolutely neceflary, in regard to 
theſe Hints, to take proper Meaſures for furniſhing the 
Britiſh Plantations with Negroes at eaſier Rates, by 
taking off the Duties on Import, and to make them 
dearer to Foreigners, by laying ſuch a Duty on Export, 
as may be thought reaſonable, is well worth the Conſi- 
deration of Tour Grace, and of every Man, who has 
any Regard for the true Intereſt of his Country. | 
Ir - alſo worth conſidering, how far it is conſiſtent 
with the Sourh-Sea Company's Charter, to trade either 
on the Conſt of Guinea, or in our o Plantations ; and 
though I will nor pretend to give my Opinion of the 
Matter, yet I may be allowed to ſay, there is nothing 
| con- 
1 > 


mat. WHCNnCVer any C 
their Eimirs, it ought 
Repard Tyude, for 
Should the Eaft- India Company any other Man 
ner than is preſcribed by their Charter, would it nat 
oceaſion a Clamour, and juſtly raiſe the Reſentment of 
every trading Ton in England? And what Pretenſions 
chan any other C As their Capital is the 
largeſt of any in the World, what Power may they not 
be Maſters of? And conſequently, ought we not to be 
more watchful and jealous of their Proceedings, than of 
any other Company, or Body of Men 7 for if they are 
not laid me 97 and are Ws to 
carry on a Trade to any Country, is it ndt in their Power 
to ruin every Merchant, who — the ſame Way; or 
oblige him to leave it off? And if they drive all pute 
Merchants out of aFrade, will it not be the fame Thing 
in its Confequences, as if _ obtained an exclufive 
Charter for every Branch of Trade which belongs to 
m | FORTE 
Tur are not Apprehenſions without Fdundation; 
the South-Sea Company have given us a Specimen of 


What they have in View, by their late Proceedings on 
the Coaſt of Guinea; and by ſending ſuch great Quan- 
ities of Negroes to Jumaicu as they have done, on Pre- 
' tence of furniſhing the Saniards, on Account of the 4/- 
 fiento Contract. It was openly declared and allowed b 


the South-Sea yy Factor, before the Committee 
of his Majeſty's Council, that in order to carry on the 
Aﬀfento Trade to any Advantage, it was abſolutely ne- 
| to import into Jamaica, at leaſt, double the 
Quantity of Negroes they re- exported; that is,, if they 
vended yearly amon : the Spaniards 4000 Negroes, they 
muſt import at leaſt 8000; the Conſequence of which 


will be, that, as they import 4000 Negroes into Jamaica 


more than wy 2 which muſt be ſold in the Iſland, 
wp are near the Number which it is able to take off year- 


cheap 


4 


» 4d 
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tained. And when the Company have thus 
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cheap, that no private Merchant ean afford; them, and 
of Courſe — either leave off the Tracts 6d 
valuable Branch of Commerce into their Hang . it 
not be in their Power afterwards, to {et what. Price they 
on Negroes, as well as the ProduF0t the Hand? 
„will it not be in their Power, or their Factors, to 
controul the Proceedings of the Agerably, and to make 
even the Adminiſtration uneaſy to any Governor, who 
will not readily acquieſce with, or come into their Mea= 
ſures? Nor are we ſure that Things will ſtop. here; for 
when they have entered ſo far into the Guinea Trade, 
they may as cafily drive all other Brizifh Traders out 
of it, and haye the ſame Influence over the reſt of the 
Southern Colonies, which eannot be ſubſiſted without 
Nes roes. | 
It is therefore obvious, that the Manner of exerciſing the 
Aſſianto Trade, may prove very prejudicial to the Britiſh 


Merchants, and to the Colonies in general, as well as to 


the Iſland of Jamaica. We already feel ſome of the Effects 
of it by the Price of Negroes being raiſed very conſidera- 
bly on the Coaſt of Guinea, and ſeveral Merchants quit- 
ting the Trade; and will not the Price of Negroes being 
augmented, hurt the Plantations, as well as their being 


ſupply d with <vor/e than they uſually had before, fince 


the beſt and choireſt Negroes g's out for the Spa- 
niards? And by diverting the Trade out of its former 
Channcl, will it not endanger its being lized, or, 
as I have obſerved, render it impracticable for any other 
Traders, and by that Means occaſion its being engroſſed 
bythe Sourb-Sen Company, which will, in its Conſequences, 
be the ſame as if it were under an Excluſive Charter? What 
then will become of great Numbers of Hritiſp Merchants, 
Tradeſinen, Manufacturers, Labourers, and Seamen, 
who are ſupported by it? For it is evident that a Trade 
to any Country, which is free and open, employs a much 
greater Number of People of all Profeſſions, than it does 
when it is in the Hands of an Excluſive Company. It 
was made appear to the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and 
Plantations, by the Traders to Africa, that when that 
Trade was excluſive, the Rego} Frican Company * 
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didemploy more than 43 Sail of Ships in a Lear; whereas 
they had, at that Time, belonging to the Ports of London, 
Briſtol, and Liverpool, near T Hundred Sail. How 
vaſt muſt then be the Difference in the Export and Con- 
Ke of the Hritiſi Manufactures, as well as in the 
umber of Samen and others, who thereby meet with 
Employment; and which muſt conſequently diminiſh 
whenever contrary Meaſures are tolerated, or effected 
by any other Means? No Hat ara 
But, ſuppoſing that the Aſſiento Trade will not be 
attended with all theſe bad Conſequences, and that the 
Iſland of Jamaica is, or can be, the only Place affected 
by it; yet even that is a ſufficient Objection, and a very 
cogent Reaſon againſt the Manner in which it has been ex- 
ercis d by the Souih- Sea Company. Their Commerce with 
the Spaniards was not carried on with their own Manufac- 
tures, nor did they ſend: to Africa for Negroes; they 
were ſupplied with them, and all other Commodities 
proper for that Trade, by the Merchants of London, 
Briſtol, and Liver pocl, who are hurted by its _— 
turned into other Channels, as well as a great Number of 
Tradeſmen, Seamen, and orhers employed by them, 
more than are at preſent by the Sou¹i- Sea 2 In 
fine, whatever Advantages. were made by the Inhabi- 
tants of Jamaica, were in Effect ſo much gained to the 
Nation, as they are Subjects of England, and all their 
Wealth at laſt centers Here: it muſt. therefore be al- 
lowed, that their Intereſt is the Intereſt of the Nation, 
ſince they employ. our Navigation and Seamen, confume = 

our Manufaftures, and all the Geld, Silver, and:otber 
valuable Commod-ties, which are brought into the Ifland, 
are ſoon aſter remitted to Great Britain, and their 

Wealth repoſited here as in a Bnũʒỹt . 
It was Cy pray? by a very judicious Author.*, ſoon; af- 
ter the Aſſiento Contract was granted to the Eugliſb, 
that, among other Nifadvantages which would accrue to 
the Nation, by the Acceptance of that Contract, it 
would be attended with the Ruin of Jamaica; his 
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Words are ſo very remarkable, and ſome Things which 
he foretold have happened ſo exactly, that I beg leave 


to tranſeribe them. 


n all Probability, that once valuable Iſland 
1 of Jamaica muſt ſoon fall into the Hands of the French ; 
* there could not have been a better Contrivance than 


«this of the Aſiento Contract, to throw this whole Iſland 


into their Poſſeſſion. 
It is fituated among ſich Neighbours, that it had 


„ need of much N Numbers of People than are 
there for its Defence. Jet our falſe Maxims of ſuffer- 
ing our People there to poſſeſs greater Tracts of Land 
6 than they can plant, muſt needs hinder their Encreaſe; 
* and this Aſſiento Contract, by depriving them of their 
t beſt and moſt valuable Trade, muſt make them deſert 
*apace ; this in a little Time may expoſe the little 
«Remainder to our Enemies. Was this Hfento Contract 
, contrived for this Purpoſe? Yet I am afraid this will 
„ not be our whole Loſs : Dr. Davenant has ſaid it, if 


his Authority is good, that our Loſs of Jamaica muſt 


probably be attended with the Ruin of our Intereſt in 
„The AR for erecting the South-Sea Company de- 
* prived Jamaica of trading to the South- Sea, but the 
Aſſtento Contract has ſhut them out of the Spaniſp 

«. Indies; yet their Returns of Gold and Silver, in Ex- 


6: change for Negroes and other Merchandizes, were 2, 


o $00,0008. per Annum. Let the Spaniards have 


depri ved us of this Trade; but was it fit for us to 


„give it up? How vaſt mult be the Number of Deſert- 


«ers from that Iſland ? It was at leaſt half the Value of 
« its whole Trade; therefore half the People muſt de- 
« ſert ? And will the Iſland after this Deſertion be able 
to defend it ſelf? : 
Thus there is no ProfpeR of the Company's trading 
under this Contract, or getting any Thing by it if they 
„ id. Can their Goods that are to be kept two Years 
in the King's Warehouſes, and under his own Lock 
and Key, and in ſo hot a Climate, be bronght to a 
good Market? or will of one half of them firſt * 
| 2 1 1 ö 
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fy 8 a heavy danke Duties ta 
« the King Certainly no Man in the Kingdom could 
„ bave.contrived a Treaty ſo little to the Benefit of the 
37k * n. 5 % tot ti | ' AUK I 
Xe By 3231.0 ht £7547; 144 3 * | ind 8 SY 
Bux, as it is neceflary in order to recommend any Mats 
ter * 0 ablick Care, to ſhew the Conveniencies 46 
well as the Inconveniencies attending it; I ſhall lay be- 
fic Tour Grace, in as conciſe a Manner as I am able, 
the many Advantages which Great Britain derives 
from Jamaica, by its Situation, by the Employment it 
gives to our Navigation, by the Conſumption it occaſi- 
ons of our... Manufaf7ures, and the great Value of its 
annual Produce, which is ſo much Gain to the Nation, 
over and above what is conſumed. within themſelves in 
neceflary and contingent Charges ; for here at laſt their 
Wealth centers, and conſequently in Fact they labour for 
#5. And though theſc Things are well known to thaſe, 
who have any Notions of Trade, or are acquainted that 


* 


„Vet in general they are not ſo well underſtood or 


Way 
— — as they ought to be: moſt People having no 


other Knowledge of it, than that it is an and in the 
Mſt- Indies, and that it makes Sugar; and to this Igno- 
rance of its Worth, may in a great Meaſure be attribu- 
ted ſome Inconveniencics they Jabour under; for we are 
Xt to prize and extend our Care for the Preſervation oi 
hings, in Proportion to the Notions we have of the Va- 
ie 2 * 8 3 — ug 8 ri nd 
Jamaica hes in the Latitude of 18 Degrees, 30 
Leagues W. by S. of Hiſpanicla; 15 Leagues 8. of the 
great Ifland of Cuba; 161 Les N. W. by N. ef Car- 


4+ 


| thagena ; 172 la es N. by E. of Porto Bello: 136 


Leagues S. E. by E. of Cape Antonio on Cuba 3 200 
Leagues S. E. of the Havanna; and 352 Leagues E. + 
S. of La Vera Cruz. Being thus ſituated, it is needlefs 
to obſerve, how uſeful it might be made in Frade, or 
bow capable it is of anncying the Enemy in Time: of 
War. Where could the Scurh-Sea Company ſettle à Fac» 
tory ſo convenient for them? And what vaſt Advantages 
might be made in Trade with proper Encouragement, 


which 
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tion ꝰ Is not this Iflanda Key to the Spam Tu- 
dies,” and ought we not to be as careful of i as of a 


Frontier Should we ever be ſo unſortunate às to loſe 


it (and I wiſh it may not be in ſome Danger under its 


preſent Circumſtances) what Port would be. left us in 
thoſe Parts? — not juſtly be apprehenſi ve it would 
be attended with the Loſs of the other Iflands ? And 
without them, how could the Northern Colonies be ſup- 
ported; for they have a mutual Dependance on each 
other? As little as we have made of the happy Si- 
tuation of this Iſland, and as mach as it ſeems to — de- 
ſpiſed, had we not been in peſſeſſicn of it in the late 
ar with France and Spain, the Plate Fleets would 
not have come home with ſo much Uncertainty, nor 
met with ſo 9 Delays as they did: Nor would 
Sir Charles Mager have had an Opportunity of giving 
them fo fatal a Blow, as he did in 1708. by taking 
and deſtroying their Galleons; a Service in its Conſe- 
; to the gaining of 4 Battle in Flanders! 

d the other Gentlemen, who cemmanded the Ships of 
War on that Station, been as vigilant and brave in the 
Execution of their Duty, the Enemy could not have held 
out the War ſo long as they did: But, notwithſtanding 


the _—_— of ſome of thoſe Commanders, and the 


ice of others, the French and Spaniards can give 
a ver large Account of their Loſſes, and the Expenc 
this Iiland put them to. And here we need not look 
back, ſince we are ſo lately furniſh'd with a very re- 
markable Inſtance; the blocking up of the Galleons in 
Porto Bcllo, by the Squadron commanded by Vice Ad. 
miral Hofer, is thought to have given a Turn to the AF 


fairs of Eur pe, and to have been no ſmall Mortification to 


the r, as well as to the King of Spain: But how 
could this have been effected, had we not been in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Jamaica? Was it poſſible for that Squadron to 
have remained fo long as they did at the Baftimentos, 
without a Supply of Refreſhments, and other Neceſſa- 
ries? Where could they have been refitted and re- 
eruited, after ſo great a Mortality as happened amongſt 
them ? Muſt they not have been obliged to leave thoſe 

5 : Parts? 
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1 
. 
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Laws to the 
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Parts? and is it not probable that ſome, or moſt of them, 
would have been loft, conſidering the Condition they 
were in? In fine, while we are Maſters of Jamaica, 


and have a Squadron ſtationed there, it may be in our 


Power at any time, not only to block up Porto Bell 
and Cart hagena, from whence the greateſt Part of the 
Spapiſp T1 7 4 are ſhipped off, but even to preſeribe 

6 of Indies; for no 5 can return to Od 
the 


Spain from either of thoſe Places, but muſt neceſſarily 


make the Eaſt or Weſt End of that Ifland. Nor is there 


any Ditficulty of intercepting the Trade from La Vera 
Crus, Campeachy, and the Havanna, as they are within 
a few Days Sail, and our Ships may be ſupplicd with 
Neceſſaries from Jamaica, in caſe there ſhould be the 
like Neceffity for them to remain any time on thoſe 


Ir is to be obſcrved, that as the Trade-Winds gene- 
rally blow above three Quarters of the Year, in thofe 
Parts, a Veſſel cannot turn up from the Havanna to 
Carthagena and Porto Bello, nor go through the other 
Paſſage, in leſs than fix or ſeven Weeks ; nor from either 
of thoſe Places, to any Spaniſh Settlement on Hiſpaniola, in 
leſs than a Month: Whereas they can at any time run oyer 
from Famdica in three or four Days, and return in fix or 
ſeven Days. It alſo might be made appear, that 7. 
maica is a more valuable Iſland than Cuba, Hiſpaniola, 
or any other in America, not only in regard to its com- 
modious Situation, but in being much better furniſhed 
with Harbours and Rivers *; for a Confirmation of this, 
I need no other Appeal, than to Don Antonio Herera . 
who tells us, that Columbus declar d it to be the mo 
beautiful of all the Iſlands he had ſen. 

Ir is computed that this Iſland employs three hundred 
Sail of Ships, and above ſix rhouſand Seamen ; and that 
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There are eight fine Harbours in  $#amaica, beſides many 
Coves and Bays Where Ships may ſafely ride: There are alſo 
eighty four Rivers which diſcharge into the Sea, and ſeven times 
as many leſſer Rivers and Springs which run into the. 

+ vide Herera's General Hiftory of America, chap. 13. 


re e SP WY WRT WER T_T We 


AE.” Re” 7 }ÞpÞ T7. 


nn] 


* 
" 


the very Duties on the W 8 5 from thence amount to 


near one hundred thouſand Pounds per Aunum; which 


is ſo much clear Profit to the Crown, ſaving what is taken 


the Government there is defray d by hemſelves. M 
vaſt Quantities of Britiſh Manufattures were form 


off for Drawbacks an tion, fince the 3 of 
| re formerly 
exported-to, and vended in and by Means of that Iſland ? 


And how greatly might they be ener was N 


Trade encouraged, which was once ſo ee benefici 
to Great Aritain, as well as themſelves, and might ſtill 
be made ſo in a more eminent Degree? 


As to the Produce of the Iſland, I have ſeen an Eſti- 


mate of what has been made in one Year, which a- 
mounted to upwards of ive hundred thouſand Pounds 
Sterling; now if it be conſidered that the Freigh 
Duties, Sc. center in our ſelves, whatever is over 


above the Value of what is exported from hence and the 


Northern Colonies, for the Purchaſe of Negroes, and 


conſumed within the Iſland (which are chiefly Bririfh 
Manufaftures, and cannot amount to 150,000 J. 
Aunum) is certainly ſo much Gain to the Nation, be. 
fides other Advantages derived from their Trade, which 
are not proper to be mentioned here. | 


Bur though this is a true Eſtimate, of what has been 
made of the Iſland in one Year, yet it is with Concern 


Years paſt will not exceed ove Half that Value each 
Lear; and that it is impracticable to make any Improve- 
ments, or to put even the planting Intereſt in its former 


flouriſhing State, without ſome Encouragement be 


given to it; and which can only be brought about by 
removing the Difßſiculties and Inconventencies _y have 
to. e with. 

Ix the Colonies in general are allowed to be very Be- 
neficial to Great Britain, thoſe are undoubtedly the 
moſt valuable which are productive of ſeveral Sorts of 
Commodities; Famaica is alſo in that _— to be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from the others; for beſides Sugars, Cotton, 
Ginger, Piemento, Indico, Ec. are 3 Produ- 
Ctions of that Ifland, very little of thoſe Commodities 


being imported from the reſt of the Britiſh Planta- 
| _ N 21085. 
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that I muſt likewiſe obſerve, that their Product for ]π¾ n 
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nt, Go that we muſt be obliged to purchaſe them of 
the French, Dutch, and other Nations, were they not 


produced om chat Iſland. Corron is neceſſary to work 
* with Woot in many of our Manufactures 3 Gioger is 
wr becial " . 
, eſpecially t eople; * Piemento 
leſſens the Conſumption of Spice, . is only to be 
had 'of the Durch at their own Rates; Indigo, Log- 
wood,” Fuſtick, Sc. are conſumed among the Dyers, and 
are abſolately neceſſary in many of our Manufattures. 
To which may be added, that before we had thoſe Com- 
modities of our own, we paid five times the Price for 
them we do now, and for ſome of them more; and tis 
ic we ſhould do the fame again, were we de- 
prived of having them in the ſame Manner. 

To explain this more particularly I muſt obſerve, that 
before the Briziſh Plantations in South America were 
ſettled, we paid the Portuguese from 4 to 5j J. per 
Hundred Weight, for Muſcovado Sugars, which are 
now fold from 22 to 35 5. as in Goodneſs z and above 


56. per Hundred Weight for Ginger, which 1s now com- 


fold at 22s. 64. or thereabouts. Our Dyers 
Wares were bought of the Spaniards, to whom we paid 
for Zcg<wood from 100 to 1300. per Ton, which may 
now be had at nine Pounds per Ton; and other Goods 
uſed m Dying proportionably. So that by having thoſc 
Plantations, we not only fave fo much as was formerly 
paid for thoſe Commodities to Foreigners, but we are 
able to furniſh orher Nations; and our Manufafturers, 


by having them at J2/5 Prices than they formerly had, 
are enabled to fell their Commodities proportionably 


cheaper, which is undoubtedly a very great Advantage to 

the Nation. TRE 
Ir is alſo worth obſerving, that not one fifth Part of 
the manurable Lands in Famaica has ever been ſettled, 
whereas the other Iſlands belonging to Great Britaiu 
have been improved to the utmoſt Extent they are 
capable of; and ſome of them are almoſt worn out. Is 
| if 1 2x2 os 
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®* Commonly called here All-ohice, or Famaica · Pepper. 
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it not then worth while to encourage the ſettling and 
cultivating Ae ands, ke Eng ts been ſo long 
let ed, lines the Advantages to the, Crown and Nati. 
off will be WC onably augmented ; and by an En- 
creaſe of Inbabitants that valuable Illand will be more 
effectually ſecured? And eſpecially ven it is con- 
ſidered, that the French, whom we have the moſt 
Reaſon to be jealous of, becomes mote and morc formi- 
dable in thoſe, Parts; they are already in Poſſeſſion of 
near two third Parts of the great Iſland of Hiiſpaniola, 
which encreaſes ſo faſt in 3 that our Planta- 
tions will be very precarious in caſe of a Rupture with 
| that Nation; fince 'tis evident that their Settlements' 
| flouriſh, while our Plantations, and particularly Zamai- 
ca, decline every Year. | el wo Cones 
| Tuvs I have ſhewn the Importance of that Colony to 
Great Britain, and the Necellity of looking into their 
N preſent Sate and Condition, that they may in time be 
N relieved from the n which hang over them, and 
N threaten their Deſtruction; they who once were able to 
| keep the proud Spaniards in awe, and to ſtrike a Terror 
throughout America, now require our Bug, Ap the ut- [ 
moſt Care and Tenderneſs to preſerve it. Their Trade, 
A was their Life and Support, is in a Manner loſt, 
nd the Inhabitants alſo diſpirited at the Depredations 
of the Spantards tor ſeveral Years paſt, contrary to ex- 
gre S and A r Treaties then ſubliting, without one 
of Reſtitution and Satisfattion being made the 
Parties injured : To which may be added two dreadful 
Hurricaues within four Years, which deſtroyed moſt of 
their Works and Canes, and was attended with a long 
and pinching Drought. Humanity moves us to commi- 
ſerate and relieve our Fellow Creatures under any Kind 
of Affliction or Diſtreſs ; and are not thoſe induſtrious 
People, from whom their Mother-Country derives {6 
many Advantages, - worthy our Attention and Care? 
Is it not of the higheſt py to Great Britain 
to relieve and pie them? Have they not great Reaſon 
to expect the publick Countenance and Favour, and to 
be made eaſy, that they may be encouraged to remain 
there, and others to go 3 by which Means the _ 
| | w 
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— A of thoſe Iſlands, fince every Perſon there is of 
equal Benefit to the Publick, to ſeveral Hands at home, 


3 much more uſeful by creating Employment for 


And here, my Lord, it will not be improper to touch 
on a Report which has been induſtriouſly ſpread by ſome 


prejudiced Perſons, with a very baſe Deſign, viz. That 


the Inhabitants. of Jamaica are a fattious, diſcontented 
People, and are aiming at a State of Independency; 
which is ſo ridiculous and abſurd an Inſinuation, that 
it ſcarcely CITE l Anſwer : Is it poſſible for that 
Nand to ſupport it ſelf, amidſt ſuch potent Neighbours as 
they are ſurrounded with, even tho it were much better 
inhabited than it is at preſent, and in eee Cir- 
camſtances ? Or can it N that they are ſo ſtu - 
a to imagine that they ſhall be eaſier under the 
French or Tae for they muſt ſubmit to one of 
them, in caſe they were ſo ſenſeleſs as to ſhake off the 
Engliſh Government ? ES 2 28 

Bor, my Lord, were they not tied by Affection and 
Afnity to the People of England ; were they not un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Attachments to his Majeſty's 4 
and Government, yet the Eſtates and other Dependen- 
cies, which many of them have in Great Britain: and 


 Trdland, and the great Number of Children which are 


factious, turbulent Spirits, a Seed 


conſtantly here for Education are ſp many Piedges of 
their Fidelity. 92 many Phedge 


Tux have indeed been f unfortunate as to differ 
with ſome of their Governors, who, to gain their Point, 
have conſtantly repreſented them in the moſt diſagree- 
able Light to the Adminiſtration at home ; The latte 
End of Queen Anne's Reign r Pon ſaid to be c 
ught over with the 
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(as we 

far, very far from intending thereby to withdraw our 
"my Dury or Gratitude to our Sovereig. 


aden 


Fhleſſings of his Majeſty's Reign; nor ſhall we ever be 


firſt Settlers, and which had never been entirely rooted 
out ; and of late Years they have been branded with 
Jacobitiſin. How inconſiſtent are theſe Characters? 


And is it not obvious from thence,” that they are alter- 


nately reproach'd with being à Race ef Oliuerlaus, or 
with Tory Diſaffection to the Proteſtant Sueceſſion, ac- 


cording to the Complexions of the Miniſtry At different 
Times, or as it is moſt conducive to their ſiniſter Deſigns? 


IAM not inſenſible, that the late unhappy Diſputes, 
in relation to the Manner of reviving their Municipal 
Laws, which expir'd in O:tober 1724. has furniſned 


their Adverſaries with an Opportunity of wounding them 


in the moſt ſenſible Part. And though it may ſeem un- 
ſeaſonable to touch on an Affair, which we have great 
Reaſon to believe the Ifland will be made eaſy in; yet 


in regard to the Characters of Perſons who are at ſuch. a 
Diſtance, and to take, off the Imputation laid on them, 

I beg Leave to obſerve, that they beh#ved on that Occa- 
ſion with all the Moderation and Suhmiſſion which be- 
came them: This will more evidently appear by their 
Addreſs to the Governor, the late Duke of Portland, 
in April 1726. which ſets forth: MIOTIUT STE Vs 


„Fax Aſſurances in your Grace's Speech of his Ma- 
jeſty's Intentions to perpetuate our Lats, and the 
40 8 J, Declarations he has often made from the 
0 Me, 


of his Defire to eftabliſh the Liberties of all 
le, have not a little encouraged us to petition 


. 


ave by this Bill *) for ſuch an Eftabliſhment 


d 


Lord, we can never be unmindful of the many 


* wanting in Acts of Duty and Loyalty: We are fully 
convinced that nothing is intended by him to cur Pre- 
« judice; the Moderation and Juſtice of his Govern- 


ment are to us certain Earneſts to the contrary : But, 


WW my Lord, it is from ſo excellent a King, that the be 
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A Bill for perpetuating their Municipal Laws. 
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„ how is it poſſible we ſhould be diſturbe 


cc 


Z 
Ve are not acting a difagreeable Part to his Majeſty, 
* awhile, / with Duty and Submiſſion to him, we are con- 


<< rending for that which diſtinguiſhes his Subjects from 


thoſè of other Prince. Aach 
© WHtn we thus confide in his . Goodneſs, 
with imagi- 

ndleſs Jealoufies ; or ſour'd wit 


% nary Fears, or 


any fallen or ſtubborn Humours ? There is, indeed, 
my Lord, a Sort of Jealouſy that is natural and inter- 


cc 


woven with every Eugliſh Conſtitution, and which is 
always upon the Watch for the Preſervation of the 
Community; ſuch a Jealouſy might well be alarmed 
with the atorementioned Scheme *; for though we 


© conteſs, in the fulleſt Extent, his * Right to 


e diſſent to our Laws, they ought, as we humbly ap- 


1 2 to take their Riſe from our ſelves, without 
being obliged to digeſt what is dealt to us by other 
Hands, Strangers, in a great Meaſure, to our Defects 
and Neceſſities ; and here, my Lord, we only ſpeak 


. 


A 


© the ſame _—__; and imitate the Spirit with 


which our Predeceſſors formerly aſſerted their Right 
of framing their own Bills, and in a Reign leſs fa- 
*© yourable to the Liberties of the People, prevailed in 
the ſame Point; which Maxim of Government they 
wiſely drew from their Mother- Country, e can en- 
dure no Laws but theſe of her own chuſing, and 
Which the Aſſembly hepe they may now as well bor- 
row, not only as they are' the ſame Engliſh Colony, 
but from the Leclarations and Conceſſions of all our 
** Cherters of Gov2r 1ment, as well to your Grace as to 
your Predeceſſors.“ | aten ebinlud A 


1 


CAN they, after ſich Aſſurances, be accuſed of any 


_ indecent Behaviour, or ſaid to claim any other Privi- 


de than is enjoyed by the other Colonies in common 


A I > 4 a: — 7 
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A Report of the Board of Trade to his late Majeſty, wherein it 
was adviſed to prepare the Draught of a Bill in Exglaud, to be 
fent to Jamaica, 
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with the reſt. of his Majeſtys Subjects? Or is it reaſon- 
able that ſhould be more reſtrained than any other 
Part of the Britiſþ Dominions? The Hints which are 

ven of its being a conquered Country, and therefore 
chat they have not 1455 * may prove of 

1 Conſequence ; who will go over, or remain 
there, if they have not, at leaſt, the 2 ura 
which they have in their native Country? Sy 

Ox x would think that their Behaviour, ſince the Su/- 
penſion of their Laws, was * to ſilence their Ad- 
verſaries, and give them a further Pretenſion to the 
Affection and Favour of their Mother - Country; for 
tho' they have been for ſome time under thoſe unhappy 


| Circumſtances, we hear of no Robberies, no Murders, no 


Riots, or other Diſorders, every one is quiet and un- 
diſturb'd in his Perſon and Propergy, faving ſome little 
neafineſs which they muſt needs be under at ſuch 2 
Juncture, as it undoubtedly occaſions a Stagnation in 
Trade and Credit. And what Country in the World, 
in their Circumſtances, would not be under the ſame or 
er Inconveniencies? And therefore, as no other bad 
equences have happened, it muſt certainly be al- 
lowed an Argument very much in their Favour. 
Ir is needleſs to enlarge on this Head, ſinee it can- 
not be doubted but that the Perſon whom his Majeſty 
has been pleaſed to appoint Governor of Jamaica, and 


is now on his Voyage, carries with him ſuch Iuſtructions 


as will be agrecable in thoſe Points; and if any other 
Sparks of Uncaſineſs remain, that they will be ex- 
tinguiſhed by the prudent Adminiſtration of that worthy 
Gentleman, whoſe Moderation, Experience and great 
Abilities render him every Way qualified for ſo g 
and important a Truſt. 

I SsunALL conclude with ſome excellent Obſervations 
of Dr. Davenant, in his Diſcourſe on the Plantation 
Trade : © If ever any Thing great or 2 ſays he, be 
« done for our Engliſh Col nies, Induſtry muſt have 
« jts due Recompenſe, and that cannot be without En- 
« couragement to it, which is only to be brought about 
« by confirming their Liberties, and eſtabliſhing good 
« Diſcipline among them; that as they ſee they 8 

19 „ free 


(38) 
et free Dope in point of Government, ſo they may, by 
4 good Diſcipline, be kept free of the Miſchief that fol- 
4c Jow Vice and Idleneſs. 
« Anp as Care ſhould be taken in this Reſpect, fo 
tc without doubt tis adviſeable, that no little Emula- 
< tions or Private Intereſts of Governors, nor that the 
ie Petitions of hungry Courtiers at home, ſhould prevail 
&© to diſcourage thoſe particular Colonies, who in a few 
<< Years have raiſed themſelves, by their own Charge, 
t Prudence and . to the Wealth and Greatneſs 
« they are now arrived at, without Expence to the 
& Crown : Upon which Account, any Innovations or 
« Breach of their Original Charters (befides that it 
t ſeems a Breach of the publick Faith) may peradven- 


, ture not turn to the King's Profit. | : 
Aix, The Welfare of all Countries depends upon | N 
*© good Government, and without doubt theſe Colonies 5 
Will flouriſh, if they are intruſted to honeſt, diſcreet, 1 
« and Skilful Hands, who will let them perceive they f 


enjoy the Rights and Liberties of Engliſhmen, though 
„ not in England. | 

« InpvsTRyY has its firſt Foundation on Liberty: 

„ They, who either are Slaves, or who believe rheir 


3 Freedoms precarious, can neither ſucceed in Trade, 
Fe « nor meliorate a Country. We ſhall not pretend to 


1 é determine whether the People in the Plantations 
12 « have a Right to all the Privileges of Engliſh Sub- 
74 © jeffs ; but the contrary Notion is 9 too much 


1 « entertained and practiſed in Places which happen to 
AF <« be diſtant from St. Srephen's Chapel; upon which 
3 « Account it will, perad venture, be a great Security 

Bf e and Encouragement to thoſe induſtrious People, if a 
| 7 40 declaratory aw were made, that Engl:ſhjzcn have a 
+ 0 « Right to all the Zaws of England, while they remain 
Wn in Countries ſubject to this Kingdom.” 
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